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NACS-XIII 2021: ‘From far and wide’: Cultures, memories 

and identities in Canada 

 

Aarhus University, 10-12 August 2022 

 

Conference Programme 

 

Wednesday, 
10 August  

Conference Registration and Opening Reception (16:00-18:00, 
Vandrehallen, Building 1410, Aarhus University) 
 
Introductory Remarks 
 

• Janne Korkka (President, NACS) 

• Kerstin Knopf (President, ICCS) 
 
Presentation of new Nordic Canadian Studies research  
 

• Book launch of Nationale drømme - historien om Canada (Professor 
Michael Böss), published by Gads Forlag. 

 
 

Thursday, 
11 August  

09:00-10:30 (panels 1-2) 
 
Panel 1 (Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
Canadianizing the curriculum – the strategic plan of Western Washington 
University’s Center for Canadian-American Studies (Christina Keppie)   
 
Pandemic Pedagogy and Canadian Studies: Virtual Collaborative Teaching 
Beyond COVID-19 (Jeffrey Ayres ; Richard Nimijean) 
 
Mapping the Visual Representations of Indigenous People in Nunavut and 
the Inuvialuit Settlement Region, 1800-1880 (Eavan O’Dochartaigh) 
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Panel 2 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
‘From Smoke Signals to Satellites’: Communications sovereignty in 1970s 
Canada and contemporary cultural resurgence (Mary I. Ingraham/Bert 
Crowfoot) 
 
The Cultural History of Place Names in Canada and How to Change Them 
(Lauren Beck) 
 
10:30-10:45 (BREAK) 
 
10:45-12:15 (panels 3-4) 
 
Panel 3 (Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
‘Viola: Canada is Canada. – Jack: Not if you are coloured’: Putting the 
African-Canadian Experience on Stage (Albert Rau) 
 
The Northwest Coast Native art as a tool of cultural revival and identity 
recognition (Roberta Fiorina) 
 
When Hands Talk: Plains Indigenous Sign Language as a medium for 
language revitalization and intercultural performance (Sabina Sweta Sen-
Podstawska) 
  
Panel 4 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
Far and Wide: the Sprawl of Robert Kroetsch’s “life-long” Poem as a 
Gesture of Canadian Ambivalence (Aritha van Herk) 
 
Remembering through the ordinary in Robert Kroetsch’s writing (Janne 
Korkka) 
 
Shaping a collective memory in exile – Alistair MacLeod´s short stories 
(Uwe Zagratzki) 
 
12:15-13:00 (LUNCH) 
 
KEYNOTE #1 (13:00-14:00) 
Professor Henry Milner, research fellow at the Chair in Electoral Studies, 
Université de Montréal. 
 

• Address title: Participant/Observer: An Unconventional Life in 
Politics and Academia 
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14:00-14:15 (BREAK) 
 
14:15-15:45 (panels 5-6) 
 
Panel 5 (Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
The Competition of Shipping Companies and Transport of Emigrants from 
Austro-Hungary to Canada (Martin Boček) 
 
Brand Niagara - wine tourism and cultural tourism in Niagara region 
(Marica Mazurek) 
 
Panel 6 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
A Colonial Library in a Scandalous Novel: Nature and Culture, First and 
Later Nations in Marian Engel’s BEAR (Britta Olinder) 
 
The End of the world in the North through the novel Le retour de l'Ours by 
Cathrine Lafrance (Dalibor ŽÍLA) 
 
“We had to get outta there”: Reading the City through the Lens of 
Apocalypse in Waubgeshig Rice’s Moon of the Crusted Snow (Aubrey 
Hanson) 
 
NACS General Meeting, 16:00 – 17:30 
 
Conference Dinner, 18:30 – (venue:  Spiselauget at Godsbanen, 
Skovgaardsgade 3, 8000 Aarhus C) 
 

Friday,       
12 August 

09:00-10:30 (panels 7-8) 
 
Panel 7 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
Basque-Indigenous contacts, 1500-2020 (Peter Bakker) 
 
Basque communities in Cape-Breton Island, NS, first half of the 18th 
century (Ihintza Marguirault) 
 
Dying in the Basque fisheries of Canada (16th-18th centuries) (Iosu 
Etxezarraga) 
 
Panel 8 (Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
Diverging genealogies of Inuit collective identity and self-determination 
(Robert Chr. Thomsen) 
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Back to the Past? Canadian Foreign Policy in a Post-American World (Kim 
Richard Nossal) 
 
On the search for viable governance in contested federal-type settings: the 
European Union and Canada compared (John Erik Fossum) 
 
10:30-10:45 (BREAK) 
 
10:45-12:15 (panels 9-10) 
 
Panel 9 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
Language Change in Canadian Covid-19 Crisis Communication (Michaela 
Hejná/Mark Ølholm Eaton) 
 
La politique linguistique au Canada : des langues en contact (Jan 
Lazar/Radka Mudrochová) 
 
Language as a part of identity (Kristín Margrét Jóhannsdóttir) 
 
Panel 10 Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
Changing the Narratives of Northern Alberta: Fierce Listening (Kit Dobson -- 
Tar Sands environmental narratives) 
 
A new look at the records of the Moravian mission in 19th-century Ontario 
(Menja Holtz) 
 
12:15-13:00 (LUNCH) 
 
KEYNOTE #1 (13:00-14:00) -- TBA 
Claire Campbell, Professor of History at Bucknell University.  
 

• Address title: The Nature of Canada: Framing a Nation Through 
Landscape 

 
14:00-14:15 (BREAK) 
 
14:15-15:45 (panels 11-12) 
 
Panel 11 (Building 1485-218; Chair: TBA) 
 
Canada’s Early Encounter with Japan: Art, Trade, and Politics (Asato Ikeda) 
 
Canadian Diaspora in Europe. A case study of self-perception (Diana 
Yankova/Andrei Andreev) 
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In-betweenness of 1.5 Generation Korean Immigrants in Toronto, Canada, 
and Their Narratives of the Identity Negotiation (Lindsey Paek) 
 
Panel 12 (Building 1485-238; Chair: TBA) 
 
W. D. Valgardson Writes Back to Old Iceland (Guðrún Björk 
Guðsteinsdóttir) 
 
Visions of Culture and Identity as a Literary Device: Josip Novakovich’s April 
Fool’s Day (Nikola Tutek) 
 
16:00-16:20 (Closing Remarks) 
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Abstracts (in alphabetical order, by last name) 

Bakker, Peter. Basque-Indigenous contacts, 1500-2020. In the fall of 2018, a conference took 

place on Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, hosted by Unama'ki College. The gathering was 

called Atlantiar Knekk Tepaw: A Basque-Mi'kmaw Cultural Exchange. It was the culmination 

of intensified contacts between Basque and Aboriginal communities of the Atlantic coasts, 

going back almost 500 years. knekk means “far” and tepaw “closeby” in the Mi’kmaq 

language, symbolizing the physical distance between them, contrasted with the social 

distance between these seafaring indigenous coastal nations from the 1500s onwards. 

In my presentation, I will deal with memories of the cross-cultural encounters between 

Basques and indigenous populations, notably Mi’kmaw of Novia Scotia and Québec, as 

recorded in oral history and in archival documents, and how these old contacts have been 

cemented in recent years.  

Basques traded with indigenous populations of Canada’s Atlantic coast since the first half of 

the 16th century, probably until the 18th century. Trade was an important goal of the 

seafarers, beside cod-fishing, whaling and seal-hunting. At least half a dozen times, 

Mi’kmaqs visited the Basque Country before 1650, and they returned to their homeland.  

These contacts were not quite forgotten, but in recent decades social and scholarly 

exchanges have taken place between these two indigenous groups, one in Canada, the 

other in Europe. In my presentation, I will deal with the past and present contacts. 

Beck, Lauren. The Cultural History of Place Names in Canada and How to Change Them. 

Centuries of place names awarded primarily by settler-colonial governing authorities, 

missionaries, and so-called explorers has resulted in a complex web of problematic, 

inaccurate, dated, and exclusionary place names in Canada. In the last few decades, certain 

names have garnered public attention, sparking debate about whether racist, sexist, or 

otherwise negative names should be maintained, and if not, how they can be changed. Most 

place name policy exists at a higher level, exercised by the provinces and territories under 

the jurisdiction of a federal board’s oversight, which itself subscribes to the UN’s policies 

and procedures for place nomenclature. This presentation will explore several case studies 

for name changes undertaken in the last few years while problematizing the policies that 

have enabled or prevented change from taking place.  

Boček, Martin. The Competition of Shipping Companies and Transport of Emigrants from 
Austro-Hungary to Canada. The planned contribution will be to deal with the issue of 
emigration from the Habsburg monarchy to Canada at the turn of the 19th and 20th 
centuries with regard to the rivalry and functioning of shipping companies in the Habsburg 
monarchy. Influx of poor immigrants became huge business for shipping companies that 
profited greatly from poor immigrants. The topic creates space for research which 
companies maintained a transatlantic passenger service between Habsburg monarchy and 
Canada (for example companies like Canadian Pacific Railway Company; Austro-Americana; 
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Cunard Line). Inhabitants were able to choose from several shipping companies, whose 
services and shipping costs differed from each other in some aspects, and they had to face 
considerable administrative complications and obstacles. The conference paper will analyse 
these problems and questions in connection with transport of legal emigrants to Canada, 
and attention will be paid to the problems of sail across the Atlantic Ocean and the 
development of passenger transport in the 19th century.  
 
The topic resides in social, cultural and economic history, based on extensive archive 
research (Vienna, Trieste, Rijeka). At the same time, the topic is on the front burner with 
regards the actual migration crisis and points out that economic migration is a completely 
natural phenomenon in history. From the three main aspects the contribution speaks to 
Citizenship and Belonging in connection with migration to Canada from Central Europe at 
the turn of 19th and 20th centuries. The topic creates space for research about why 
inhabitants emigrated, problems with administrative obstacles necessary for legal 
emigration to Canada, and the cooperation and competitions of individual ships companies 
in the monarchy. 
 
Campbell, Claire. The Nature of Canada: Framing a Nation Through Landscape.  
 
Dobson, Kit. Changing the Narratives of Northern Alberta: Fierce Listening. The landscapes 
of northern Alberta, and especially along the Athabasca River, are over-determined by 
narratives of oil extraction and exploitation. Andrew Nikiforuk, in his 2010 book Tar Sands, 
characterizes these developments as unsustainable, hopelessly ecologically destructive, and 
corrupt. Chris Turner writes in his 2017 book The Patch that the pace of development has 
rendered the region unstable, with many direct impacts on locals’ lives. The politics of 
Alberta’s oil are hotly contested at this moment, in which global oil prices have plunged, yet 
again. I bring a narrative of ecological care into this set of contestations. Robert MacFarlane 
argues, in his 2015 book Landmarks, that developing a rigorous vocabulary is necessary for 
the preservation of environments. For the NACS 2021 conference, I propose to share my 
ongoing project Fierce Listening, which responds to these politics through a carefully 
situated practice of listening to the environment along the Athabasca River. 
 
Etxezarraga, Iosu. Dying in the Basque fisheries of Canada (16th-18th centuries). The aim of 
this contribution is to announce the first conclusions of an ongoing research about Basque 
religious and funerary landscape in the Eastern coasts of Canada in the early modern period. 
Most of the studies on the Basque fisheries in North America focus on subjects such as 
shipbuilding, production activities, extent and evolution of fisheries, euro-indigenous 
relations (including linguistics), etc. The approach to behavioral and mentality studies 
surrounding death among Basque whale hunters and fishermen has remained quite limited 
and related to specific data, phenomena or sites. 
 
In such a broader view, a portrait of Basques’ original funerary customs is part of the scene. 

Conducting a systematic parochial death records’ exploitation is also imperative, as it can 

provide new and comprehensive data on behaviour, mortality rates, social networks (for 

information exchange about deaths, for example), etc. Past studies and already published 

knowledge are reinterpreted in the light of this fresh data.  
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Fiorina, Roberta. The Northwest Coast Native art as a tool of cultural revival and identity 

recognition. The proposed presentation aims to explore the process through which, starting 

in the 20th century, art became the tool that enabled the Indigenous communities of the 

Northwest Coast to resume the most important elements of their traditions. Art acted as a 

substitute for other elements of cultural recognition that got almost completely lost during 

the Dark Years as a consequence of the colonial assimilation policies and the Residential 

School system. The precolonial ways and art were not reproduced as mere copies of what 

they used to be; the First Nations found new ways of living their indigeneity in the 

contemporary world, proving to be part of an evolving culture with which they can identify 

themselves. The interviews to the contemporary native artists collected between Vancouver 

and the Vancouver Island in 2019 reflect the importance of the role art plays in connecting 

people to their roots and as a self-identification channel. 

Fossum, John Erik. On the search for viable governance in contested federal-type settings: 

the European Union and Canada compared. This paper focuses on two contested federal-

type entities, Canada and the EU. There is a curious paradox in that both have been 

depicted as failed (Canada) and as virtually impossible (EU) nation-building projects, but also 

as vanguards in terms of handling national and other forms of difference and diversity. The 

first purpose is to substantiate the claim that the two form a distinct sub-category of 

federation, poly-cephalous federation. Poly-cephalous federation is a more apt term for 

depicting the EU and Canada (pre- patriation, i.e. pre-1982) than such terms as multilevel 

governance and multinational federation. The distinguishing features of poly-cephalous 

federations are a) that they are about an on-going working out of the terms of federal 

balancing as part of doing the balancing; and b) that those in charge of the balancing are 

executive officials who set the terms of balancing in systems of summitry with clear parallels 

to international diplomacy. The executives are heads of states and governments. They 

represent and control their respective governments and have privileged access to the many 

tools that modern states have for shaping and sustaining community and identity. It follows 

that poly-cephalous federations are very prone to executive dominance. The second 

purpose of the paper is to consider what form of democratic federalism (if any) such a 

structure may give rise to. The Canadian experience suggests that the main democratic 

potential in poly-cephalous federations inheres in a viable transition to reflexive federalism 

(which will be discussed in relation to the post-1982 period). What it is and under what 

conditions it can be developed is important to establish, not the least because we should 

consider if there might be a similar potential for the EU, even if its path would obviously be 

very different from that of Canada. 

Guðsteinsdóttir, Guðrún Björk. W. D. Valgardson Writes Back to Old Iceland. In a two-part 

short story entitled “The Man from Snaefellssness,” Icelandic Canadian writer W. D. 

Valgardson responds to the short story “Nya Ísland” [New Iceland] by Halldór Laxness, 

Iceland’s only Nobel Prize winner, contesting its narrative. In Laxness’s story, emigration 

from the “old” to the “New” Iceland was a mindless and self-destructive venture. His story, 

in turn, responds to two quite disparate emigration narratives, engendered by the explosive 

circumstances that arose as mass migration from Iceland accelerated in the late 1880s.  
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W. D. Valgardson is best known for his writings on the New Iceland area, where he grew up. 

This paper will demonstrate how he writes back to Iceland, in a number of ways, calling 

forth counter-memories that challenge the authority of Icelandic narratives of immigration 

to Canada, including that of Laxness as canonized cultural authority.  

Hanson, Aubrey. ‘We had to get outta there’: Reading the City through the Lens of 

Apocalypse in Waubgeshig Rice’s Moon of the Crusted Snow. Indigenous people are still 

largely seen as out of place in Canadian cities, despite the fact that more than half now live 

in urban spaces. In Anishinaabe writer Waubgeshig Rice’s 2018 novel Moon of the Crusted 

Snow, the city is peripheral to the action of the story, which occurs on a small northern 

reserve. When an infrastructure collapse leaves everyone without power or 

communications, the reserve must increasingly draw upon traditional lifeways to survive. 

The novel is an affirmation of “Nishnaabeg brilliance” (Simpson 11) as its protagonists lead 

their community to endure, defying the so-called apocalypse. As one Elder in the story puts 

it, “there’s no word like that in Ojibwe” (149). However, what does this novel mean for 

urban Indigenous people more broadly, when it depicts the city as a place where people 

cannot survive? This presentation engages with Rice’s apocalypse to explore understandings 

of urban Indigeneity. 

Works Cited: Rice, Waubgeshig. Moon of the Crusted Snow. ECW P, 2018; Simpson, Leanne. 

As We Have Always Done: Indigenous Freedom through Radical Resistance. U of Minnesota 

P, 2017. 

Hejná, Michaela and Mark Ølholm Eaton. Language Change in Canadian Covid-19 Crisis 

Communication. This paper focuses on how political communicators change their language 

when attempting to reassure their audiences. By their function, politicians necessarily 

threaten their audiences’ ‘negative face’ - the need to have one’s rights and liberties not 

restricted/removed. To appeal to their audiences, politicians may adopt at least two 

strategies. Firstly, they can appeal to their audience’s ‘positive face’, showing that they seek 

the audience’s approval. Secondly, they may threaten their audience’s ‘negative face’ 

indirectly rather than directly, with ‘redressive language’ to compensate for potentially 

‘face-threatening behaviour’ (e.g. Grundy 2000). Through the framework of Brown & 

Levinson’s (1987) Politeness Theory, we will analyse the speech of Canadian Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau to determine the extent to which he uses the two strategies above more in 

crisis contexts (COVID-19 press briefings) compared to non-crisis contexts. We expect that 

the two strategies outlined above will be used more frequently in crisis contexts. Based on 

our initial analyses, we also suggest that this is achieved via explicit appeals to listeners’ 

sense of collective belonging and social responsibility as Canadian citizens. 

Works Cited: Brown, Penelope, and Stephen C. Levinson. 1987. Politeness. Some Universals 

in Language Use. Cambridge: CUP; Grundy, Peter. 2000. Doing Pragmatics. 3rd ed. London: 

Hodder Education.  

Holtz, Menja. A new look at the records of the Moravian mission in 19th-century Ontario. The 

concept of Christian missions as agents of eurocentrism and colonialism is not new, neither 

is it false. Christianity is seen as a European set of values and lifestyles, implemented to 
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manipulate colonized people. The conversion to Christian faith – or the membership in a 

church through baptism, or the acceptance of a missionary in the village – is perceived as an 

act of submission to colonialism and losing one’s indigenous identity (as Lenape, for 

example).  

In my paper I discuss this view by arguing how the archives of the Moravian mission can be 

regarded as place of social practice: they do not represent a mere ‘missionary’ nor 

‘indigenous’ perspective, but allow to reconstruct the handling between various groups of 

agents and their specific interests.  

My prime source material from the New Fairfield records of the Moravian mission among 

the Lenape will illustrate my arguments.  

Ikeda, Asato. Canada’s Early Encounter with Japan: Art, Trade, and Politics. Japan and its 

people in Canadian history are often reduced to the tragic experiences of internment during 

the Second World War. Simultaneous to Japanese immigration to North America, however, 

was Canada’s interest in strengthening commercial ties with Japan and understanding its 

people and culture. This aspect of the Japan-Canada relation is illuminated by a 

photographic album compiled by Margaret MacLean (1871-1931), the daughter of Canada’s 

first trade commissioner to Japan, and the Japanese art collection amassed by the President 

of Canadian Bank of Commerce Byron Edmund Walker (1848-1924), which are both 

currently housed at the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM). This presentation will be based on 

previously unpublished archival research conducted at the University of Toronto’s Fisher 

Library and the ROM, and will examine the cross-cultural exchange from perspectives of 

both Canadian and Japanese histories.  

Ingraham, Mary I. and Bert Crowfoot. ‘From Smoke Signals to Satellites’: Communications 

sovereignty in 1970s Canada and contemporary cultural resurgence. Communications 

technologies are vital to Indigenous communities’ efforts to reinforce self-determination and 

intervene in a largely negative national imagination. The opportunities and outputs of 

Indigenous techno-sovereignty originated across Canada in the late 1960s, sustaining radio 

and film production for the Alberta Native Communications Society to 1983 and print and 

radio productions of the Aboriginal Multi-Media Association of Alberta since then. Through 

these media organisations, Aboriginal leaders have operationalized extensive social, political, 

and cultural sovereignty across urban and rural communities. The goal of the Digitizing the 

Ancestors Project is to provide access to these long-silent archives, re-sounding the voices of 

Elders and culture bearers, and revitalizing traditional teachings and lost, silenced, or 

otherwise forgotten practices. Powwow events, interviews with Elders, politicians, and 

artists, and sharing of traditional knowledge reflect the richness of the archive. As living 

communications, these recordings carry messages of well-being across generations, revealing 

their echoes within contemporary society. 

Jóhannsdóttir, Kristín Margrét. Language as a part of identity. In 1875, two years after the 

settlement of New Iceland was established, the Icelanders started their first newspaper. 

From that and subsequent newspapers, we get valuable information on people’s sentiments 

towards the colony, the ethnicity and the language. The main goals were education, learning 
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and entertainment but also to maintain the Icelandic language and ethnicity in Canada. 

Many believed that the language was the key to maintaining the Icelandic national identity 

in Canada and while the Icelandic literary legacy was not available in English, the Icelandic 

language remained crucial. Most interesting are disputes on the future of New Iceland. 

People didn’t agree on whether keeping the reserve closed was necessary in order to keep 

the language and the ethnicity alive while others believed the identity shouldn’t be saved at 

all. The Icelanders in Canada were trying to negotiate who they should be. 

Keppie, Christina. Canadianizing the curriculum – the strategic plan of Western Washington 
University’s Center for Canadian-American Studies. The othering of the study of Canada by 
American undergraduate students has its history in the complexities of colonization and 
social marginalization (Brown 2008) and, as Jones (2008, 78) puts it, “impossible to avoid. 
The very nature of this work…invites resistance. Educators must anticipate its presence, 
understand what resistance represents, and work through it with students.” Western 
Washington University (located in Bellingham, WA, a mere 60 miles south of Vancouver, 
B.C.), is no exception to this trend, despite the unique position of WWU’s Center for 
Canadian-American Studies which, in close proximity to an international border crossing 
affords the university special opportunities that support the university’s goals by providing 
“an educational context where student experiences challenge their dominant ways of 
knowing and understanding” (Jones 208, 72). This presentation discusses the nature of 
othering within Canadian Studies, and more specifically at WWU and how a campus-wide 
‘Canadianizing the curriculum’ initiative can help deconstruct the oppressive system of 
othering Canada that has long characterized this borderland university.  

Korkka, Janne. Remembering through the ordinary in Robert Kroetsch’s writing. My main 

inspiration for this paper is Robert Kroetsch’s long poem The Ledger (1973). To me, it is a key 

text in Kroetsch’s body of writings populated by figures which do not fit into North America’s 

powerful hegemonic narratives. The ordinary and neglected figures in Kroetsch’s work have 

taught me new ways to read literature which contests persistent, hegemonic ways of 

knowing. I will focus on one poem, but I propose it speaks of a longer chapter in Western 

Canadian writing: texts that craft that which is ordinary, that which elicits no attention, into 

powerful figures which may reshape lives. What is more, when one figure that goes unseen 

and/or abandoned claims the centre of the stage, it does not only begin to claim a new voice 

for itself. It also brings forth other voices which have fallen or been pushed, in the words of 

the French philosopher of the everyday Michel de Certeau (The Practice of Everyday Life, 93), 

“below the thresholds at which visibility begins”. In Kroetsch’s poem, an old ledger enters the 

stage as a family heirloom which retains a record of various economic and social transactions 

in family history from Bavaria to Ontario and eventually to the Canadian Prairies. The ledger 

and the voices it records become figures crafting new ways to talk about the history and 

politics of migration which keep rewriting Canada. Looking at Kroetsch’s poem, I propose that 

new strategies of knowing can be formulated by engaging with the mundane, uncertain, 

discontinuous narratives of speech and memory. 

Lazar, Jan and Radka Mudrochová. La politique linguistique au Canada : des langues en 

contact. Le Canada représente un exemple d’un pays multiculturel où plusieurs langues 

entrent en contact et subissent des influences mutuelles. Pendant le dernier recensement de 
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la population canadienne, plus de 200 langues ont été déclarées comme langue parlée à la 

maison ou utilisée dans la communication quotidienne. Parmi les langues principales de ce 

pays, il faut mentionner surtout l’anglais et le français qui sont utilisés dans la communication 

officielle et administrative. Depuis 1969 (l’adoption de la loi sur les langues officielles) le 

Canada est un pays bilingue où les deux langues devraient avoir le même statut. Selon le 

recensement en 2011, les anglophones représentent 58 % de la population tandis que les 

francophones ne représentent que 22 %. Il s’ensuit que la population francophone se 

retrouve en minorité et la langue française sous la dominance de lʼanglais. Néanmoins, il faut 

souligner que la population francophone a toujours développé une grande activité pour 

protéger sa langue. L’objectif de notre communication est de montrer comment la langue 

française est protégée au Canada et quelle est la politique linguistique appliquée par le pays. 

Nous voulons illustrer notre présentation avec des exemples concrets qui montrent cette 

activité protectrice. 

Marguirault, Ihintza. Basque communities in Cape-Breton Island, NS, first half of the 18th 

century. Following the French after the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, the Basque communities 

moved from Newfoundland to Cape-Breton Island so as to keep with their activities of 

whaling, seal hunting, but mainly cod-fishing. For the 45 years the island was under French 

rule, until 1758, many of them made annual trips for the fishing seasons, but some of them 

opted for a more permanent settlement, in a way to secure good fishing spots and priorities.  

These communities, comprised of Basque men and women, going several generations, didn’t 

really mix up with French nationals. 

The archives of the Fortress of Louisbourg contain different types of information on these 

Basques, be it in notarial, parish, criminal or judicial acts written by the French officials, as 

well as in their archaeological collections, enabling a certain level of reconstruction of their 

lives, and thus recreating with more precision the 18th century life of the island. 

Mazurek, Marica. Brand Niagara - wine tourism and cultural tourism in Niagara region. The 

aim of the study was to obtain the information on branding in Niagara Region based on 

collection of secondary and primary data. Data were collected in the survey (Travel Activity 

and Motivation Survey).  We defined which tourism products were the most decisive in a 

region to be included into their branding strategy Brand Niagara Original.   

 A case study was used with the aim to present specific characteristics of Niagara Region. Our 

research was conducted during multiple visits of Niagara Region and participation at the 

meetings of marketing experts involved in the preparation of Niagara Original Brand and 

discussions with experts from tourism industry and academics. This focus group methodology 

as a primary tool method enabled to explore deeper the developments and concepts behind 

the Niagara Original Brand process.  

Milner, Henry. Participant/Observer: An Unconventional Life in Politics and Academia. Based 

on the author’s recently published book, Participant/Observer: An Unconventional Life in 

Politics and Academia, the talk draws a link between his involvement in Quebec/Canadian 

politics the 1970s and 1980s, and what he learned as a close observer of Nordic society in 

the decades that followed. 
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Nimijean, Richard and Jeffrey Ayres. Pandemic Pedagogy and Canadian Studies: Virtual 

Collaborative Teaching Beyond COVID-19. The pandemic’s impact on university teaching is 

well-known: we all became Zoom teachers whether we wanted to or not. This allowed for 

the short-term salvation of some semblance of the 2020-21 academic year; however, “Zoom 

fatigue” for both students and professors, combined with broader structural factors (a tense 

political climate for university administrators and very real economic factors), has made 

many yearn for a “return to normal” (i.e. classroom teaching and in-person student 

supervision). However, this ignores the fact that prior to the pandemic, Canadian and 

American universities were investing heavily in online teaching, a trend that will not simply 

disappear. We argue that intentionally combining positive elements of traditional (i.e. pre-

pandemic) online teaching and innovations in pandemic teaching can revitalize Canadian 

Studies, addressing long-standing challenges for Canadianists in Canada, the United States, 

and globally. In particular, this can increase cross-cultural encounters between Canadian 

and international students of Canada. Following a discussion of online teaching, we 

demonstrate how the post-pandemic pedagogical environment provides opportunities to 

support Canadianists and strengthen Canadian Studies programs. We support our argument 

with references to our pre-pandemic online teaching experiences and our subsequent inter-

university course collaboration between Carleton University and the Massachusetts College 

of Liberal Arts, Saint Michael’s College and Carleton University, Saint Michael’s College and 

the University of Alberta, and a Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL) course at 

Masaryk University in Brno, Czech Republic involving faculty from Masaryk University, Saint 

Michael’s College, Carleton University, and Charles University (Prague). 

Nossal, Kim Richard. Back to the Past? Canadian Foreign Policy in a Post-American World. 

The four-year presidency of Donald J. Trump has accelerated and entrenched a number of 

key shifts in global politics that are unlikely to be reversed after Joe Biden assumes office in 

January 2021. While all states in the international system will be affected by what Fareed 

Zakaria presciently called a “post-American world” a decade ago, Canada will be particularly 

caught by the collapse of American hegemony. The purpose of this paper is to provide an 

initial and broad exploration of what Canadian foreign and defence policy is likely to look 

like in the 2020s as the government in Ottawa — and Canadians more generally — grapple 

with the challenges of the end of the post-Cold War international order. 

O’Dochartaigh, Eavan. Mapping the Visual Representations of Indigenous People in Nunavut 
and the Inuvialuit Settlement Region, 1800-1880. This paper describes the postdoctoral 
project ARCVIS, which gathers and maps representations of Indigenous people in the 
western Arctic (Greenland, Canada, Alaska) from 1800 to 1880. The material is comprised of 
watercolours, pencil sketches, photographs, and prints and is scattered in archives around 
the world. This project aims to display that material geographically, linking individual 
portraits and scenes to their places of origin in the Arctic, through an open-access online 
geospatial platform, which combines the visuality of exploration and travel with digital 
methods that seek to bring out the contextual information often bypassed in visual 
documentary records. The second half of the paper focuses on material from Arctic Canada 
in particular, highlighting the rich information contained in these records and how use of the 
online platform can make the digital archives more accessible for Inuit living in the region 
today. 
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Olinder, Britta. A Colonial Library in a Scandalous Novel: Nature and Culture, First and Later 

Nations in Marian Engel’s BEAR. Canadian writer Marian Engel is best known for her 1976 

novel Bear, which attracted attention because of the close relationship that it describes 

between Lou, the lonely main character, and the bear with which she finds herself coming 

into contact. The main reason why she stays on an island far north of Toronto, her 

hometown, is due to her job, consisting in cataloguing and studying the library collected by 

the first owner of the place in the early nineteenth century. Her everyday life is thus 

interfoliated by cultural and literary references to her interesting finds on the bookshelves, 

her comments and historical observations. This library is accordingly a very special place – 

also in light of its architectural structure – capable of bearing witness to the Canadian 

process of colonisation. It is full of surprising discoveries, but it is also an invaluable source 

of information about historical trends as well as the predilections of its previous owner. 

Paek, Lindsay. In-betweenness of 1.5 Generation Korean Immigrants in Toronto, Canada, and 

Their Narratives of the Identity Negotiation. This paper will examine Korean immigrants 

residing in Toronto with the aim of investigating the in-betweenness of the so-called 1.5 

generation immigrants. Having arrived as children and adolescents, 1.5 generation 

immigrants have been described in numerous studies as either lost between or ideally 

situated between two cultures. In-betweenness moreover appears to be an apt description 

when the profile traits of this generation are compared with those of the first and second 

generation: the 1.5 generation consistently demonstrates in-between profile traits such as 

language proficiency and usage, adherence to different social groups, as well as 

cultural/ethnic identification, for instance. This paper will be based on the survey results – 

questionnaire responses gathered for a cross-generational comparison and interviews 

conducted for individual narratives of the 1.5 generation – in order to investigate the unique 

features of the 1.5 generation and discuss the resulting acculturative experiences and 

identity. 

Rau, Albert, ‘Viola: Canada is Canada – Jack: Not if you are coloured’: Putting the African-

Canadian Experience on Stage. An exciting field of theatrical production and dramatic 

writing in contemporary Canada is African-Canadian theatre. Black performance has a long 

history in Canada, but similar to Native Canadian and Asian-Canadian Drama, African-

Canadian drama has had to fight to be recognized. Although the playwrights are Black 

Canadians, there is no single definition of African-Canadian theatre, because its members 

hail from a cosmopolitan background and speak with a multiplicity voices. An emerging 

voice in African-Canadian theatre is the playwright and actor Andrea Scott. In her plays, she 

explores, among other themes, questions of identification, home and belonging, but also 

enactments of historical moments of oppression and exclusion. Her most recent play 

Controlled Damage, which premiered in February 2020, dramatizes the story of Viola 

Desmond, a "Canadian Rosa Parks", who already in 1946 refused to leave the whites-only 

section in a Nova Scotian theatre and was subsequently arrested to spend the night in jail. In 

this intense play, Scott not only traces the impact Desmond's subsequent fight against racial 

discrimination has had on Canadian culture, but also shows the slow progress of establishing 
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social justice and civil rights in Canada. As a matter of fact, only recently, Desmond's 

achievements have been recognized on a postage stamp and the $10 bill. 

Sen-Podstawska, Sabina Sweta. When Hands Talk: Plains Indigenous Sign Language as a 

medium for language revitalization and intercultural performance. Plains Indigenous Sign 

Language (PISL), once used as an intertribal lingua franca among the Plains people in Canada 

and USA, has survived in storytelling, ceremonies and in everyday hand gestures of these 

indigenous communities. I explore how this endangered language is being used today in two 

different contexts: a sign and Cree language workshop at Poundmaker Cree Nation’s reserve 

in Saskatchewan and the adaptations of Anton Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya and Floyd Favel’s 

Master of the Dew through intercultural performance method. Considered as an action sign 

system, PISL is made of signifying movements that carry emotions, feelings and thoughts. It 

also employs a multi-sensory experience which plays a vital role in learning and performance. 

This paper demonstrates an integration of action signs, speech and emotions in the local and 

intercultural performance of cultures, memories and identities.  

Thomsen, Robert Chr.. Diverging genealogies of Inuit collective identity and self-

determination. Perceptions of ‘nation’ and ‘people’, and visions for their collective future 

differ significantly across the Inuit communities of the North American Arctic. Pan-Inuit 

identity and solidarity may be recognized and celebrated at festive events (Thomsen et al., 

2018) but Greenland separatist nationalists, for example, are heavily influenced by a 

Danish/European tradition of nation-state ‘sovereignty’, while most Nunavut autonomists 

consider ‘indigeneity’ the essential precondition of full and proper inclusion into the 

Canadian federal state. 

This paper seeks to understand the many interpretative repertoires (Wetherell, 1998) about 

peoplehood that exist within three majority Inuit societies in Greenland (Kalaallit), Nunavut 

(Nunavummiut) and Alaska (Inupiat) -- as well as the historical divergences and 

circumstances that encouraged them (in Foucauldian terms: their ‘genealogy’; 1980). 

Works Cited: Foucault, M. (1980). Language, Counter-Memory, Practice: Selected Essays 

and Interviews. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press; Thomsen, R.C., Ren, C and Mahadevan, 

R. (2018). ‘We are the Arctic’: Identities at the Arctic Winter Games 2016’, Arctic 

Anthropology 55:1, 105-118; Wetherell, M. (1998). Positioning and Interpretative 

Repertoires: Conversation Analysis and Post-Structuralism in Dialogue, Discourse & Society 

9:3, 387-412. 

Tutek, Nikola. Visions of Culture and Identity as a Literary Device: Josip Novakovich’s April 

Fool’s Day. Josip Novakovich is one of the most prominent Canadian authors of younger 

generation and arguably the most important one between those of Croatian Canadian 

descent. Novakovich left his homeland aged 20, first immigrating to the US, and arriving to 

Canada only in 2009. Novakovich’s experience of creating and existing between three 

cultures is clearly mirrored in his literary work. This paper deals with the depiction and 

literary employment of Croatian culture in Novakovich’s novel April Fool’s Day. Elements of 

shared Croatian culture, cultural clichés and personal interpretations will be analyzed, as 

well as how these elements were used by Novakovich in his creation of literary worlds. 
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Semantic and cultural interrelations between the elements of Croatian culture employed in 

the novel and the author’s foster cultures, American and Canadian, will be analyzed in an 

attempt to determine what is presented to Canadian readers as Croatian in April Fool’s Day. 

Finally, the paper will analyze the process of construction of minority (and subsequently 

majority) identities through the usage of the old country themes in minority literature. 

van Herk, Aritha. Far and Wide: the Sprawl of Robert Kroetsch’s “life-long” Poem as a 

Gesture of Canadian Ambivalence. More than any other compendious period, the 20th 

century enabled a literature and attitude that encouraged Canadian sprawl far more than 

Canadian focus. While this diffusion might reflect the tentative Canadian zeitgeist, it speaks 

also to the wild optimism, the hyperbolic yearning, and the ongoing self-abnegation of 

Canada’s desire to perform “far and wide.” While its cultural geography sought to remain as 

local as possible, its autobiography continually declares variation and re-direction. 

No example is more germane than Robert Kroetsch’s life-long poem, supposedly 

encapsulated in Field Notes, but scattered and incomplete, stretching the edges of unity and 

effectively serving as a series of feints and postulations, re-tracings and denials, advice and 

abdication. My inter-textual response will be an exploration of how this writing, in its 

miscellaneous sprawl, incites a furtherance of Canadian “far and wide” that simply refuses 

to be contained. 

Yankova, Diana and Andrei Andreev. Canadian Diaspora in Europe. A case study of self-

perception. The presentation focusses on the results of a case study based on interviews 

with Canadian expatriates living in Europe. The respondents answered questions connected 

with the bonds they have retained with Canada and the ideas, customs, and behaviour they 

have absorbed from their host country. Additional issues of interest are whether their 

preconceptions and initial impressions in the new country in have led to a culture shock or if 

they feel well integrated into the new society. Furthermore, it will be discussed if their own 

perception of Canada has changed as a result of immigrating to another country. The 

ultimate aim is to investigate if and what changes have taken place in the perception of 

these expatriates of their self-identity as a result of their transplantation onto new soil, and 

to what extent these changes are dependent on such invariables as age, reasons for 

emigration, and length of stay.  

Zagratzki, Uwe. Shaping a collective memory in exile – Alistair MacLeod´s short stories. Two 

anthologies (The Lost Salt Gift of Blood, 1976; As Birds Bring Forth the Sun, 1986) and a 

novel (No Great Mischief, 1999 ) made MacLeod´s name ring in the world of not only 

Canadian literature. Being of Scottish descent MacLeod perseveringly turns to the presence 

of a Canadian Scottish Highland culture which he sees on the verge of disintegration. Living 

on the fringes of Atlantic Canada, MacLeod claims, it suffers from a loss of Gaelic language 

and traditions owing to the disrespect and neglect of imperial Anglo Canada. The history of 

violence between English power and Scottish, in particular Highland Scottish, oppression 

appears to be continued in terms of culture and language in modern Canada under the 

condition of exile. 
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MacLeod´s literary resistance to cultural assimilation has often been considered mere 

nostalgia by literary critics. The present paper aims to reveal to the contrary that his 

narratives are aesthetic reconstructions of a Gaelic past to secure the exile culture´s survival 

in the present and future. Therefore they are part of a dynamic Canadian collective and 

cultural memory.  

ŽÍLA, Dalibor. The End of the world in the North through the novel Le retour de l'Ours by 

Cathrine Lafrance. The novel Le retours de l’ours by Quebec writer Catherine Lafrance 

represents one of the recent French-Canadian books inspired by the end of the world. It 

narrates a story of inhabitants of an Inuit village in Canada’s Far North, survivors of a climate 

apocalypse. Now a legend to them, the Apocalypse is accompanied by a prophecy of the 

return of a polar bear. When Aloupa, the vigil, announces having spotted one, the peaceful 

existence of the villagers comes to an end. The return of the bear is a reflection on the 

Canadian Far North and its environment, changed after severe climatic cataclysms. A tale of 

ecological anticipation for one, this story with strong mythological elements analyzes human 

beings and their ability to constantly adapt and push their limits to ensure their survival. In 

our contribution, we will analyze how the notions of survival and Nordicity are present in 

this work. 

 

 

 

 

 


